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"We ' ve been born ane\!. •••" I Peter 1: 3 

On September ,3 , 1966, somethng happened in S",eden that 

"is a pcwrable of waht can happen to a life , your life and 

mine . On that date an historic change happened in Sweden. 

The Swedes had always driven their autos on the left 

side of the road. But on that day in 1966 they switched to 

the right side , all at once . Here is how it was done : On 

the appointed day, at the appointed hour and minute , all 

traffic stoppea. For fifteen minutes every vthicle remained 

where it was . Thru out the nation•• not a wheel turned . There 

"
immoblie on the road, each motorist sat quietly in the 

driver js seat - contemplating, considering, reflecting, re

adjusting himself. ~8ch must realize the implications of 
/

waht he w8S~Oing ; the driving habit of a lifetime must be 

broe~ , the change must be made at this present moment and 

it must be complete . There must be no absent minded driving: 

THINK - until a new driving habit is formed , never forget to 

remember, W!ver slip back, never revert to the old ".ay. In 

fifteen minutes each driver must reverse the direction of a 

lifetime , and the revesal must be indelible , for the rest of 

life - even when very tired, or sleepy , or preoccuplied. 

There , for fifteen minutes , everything was at a standstill . 

Then the time past, and motors started, wheels turned and 

each vthicle crossed to the other side , and traffic went on. 

one stopped in order to start over, and this the 
• 



whole nation did . 

And 'lrihen I read that in the ne~~'r I thought , this is 

life • • one of the best illustration which points to the 

meaning of Christian conversion that I know of. I thought 

of Saul going along the road to Damascus , bitter , bigoted, 1 

violent - but stopped in order to start over again. And. 

what a start it was . I thought of how he later said: " I am 

apprehended of Christ" • Apprehended means stopped, arreste 

d. Paul ...as stopped, and the whole world has been profoundl) 

affected by his new beginning•• 

I thought of Y.ary Magdalene , of that nameless woman pro~ 

strate on the dusty road outsede Jerusalem, of Peter weep

ing a Jesus passed by going up Calvary. And I remembered 

something that Paul had said: "If anyone is in Christ , he 

is a new creation j the old has passed away; behold; the 

new has corne". Or of the Psalmist: "As far as the east is 

from the west , os far does he remove our transgressions from 

us". And I knew that Christ came to meet us at the place of 

the cross , to stop us there, that from there we might staat 

over. 

Peter says that "We have been born ane""'. He 'fUses 

" well byt surely that is a personal testimony. 

As I read that news account I thought of people I knew , 

I thought of myself • • ...hen back in my teen years , I 



stopped , I thought , I readjusted, and began anew. 

Our meeting with Christ at the cross is not pre-sched

uled. Christ is always there and the time is \ti"henever we 

are ready. It is the stop of repentance , and the go of 

forgiveness - anyday, anywhere . And many people have dis

covered what this stop means . All your lifetime you have 

traveled a certain road .,.'blch brought you to this point • 

with sets of attitudes , habits , patterns. You were driving 

on one side of the raod j and now you dtop j here at the 

cross••• you think, you readjust , you change •• and for the 

restof your life you drive on the other side with new attl

tudes, new life . Thus , in this moment , in this place , at 

the cross you start over. 

The cross is a place of starting over j but there is 

something about the cross which provides us with something 
, 

to go on to . The matchless love which we seeoverflowing from 

the eross may move us to stop and cut loose from the past j 

but it is the majectic power overflowing from the ressurec

tion which gives us something to reach for and to grasp and 

to hold in hope and incentive to go on. 

It was true for the early friends of our Lord. They did 

not understand, but the power of the resurrection gave them 

the strength to start anew • • and they did.,.
Of course , starting over is~alwsys easY j It can be a 

b~ problem: how can we untagle the snarls of the past , undo 



the snarls f how can we turn the calendar back? We can ' t 

and the wonderful thing is . we don ' t have to. ~he import.• 

ant thing is this : We do not have to. ':/ 
Starting over with Christ is from where you are , not fr' 

~'here you were 
(story about getting to Dublin II mr if I were going 

to Dublin, I wouldn t t start from here) 

Viell , 'fie do start from here . This is .,.nere we are . If 

you are looking for a place to start over again, this is thE 

only place to look• .lot yesterday, that chance is gone ; not 

tomorrow, that hasn ' t , indeed may not , come . Here and now 

- that is where the living Christ is, and this side of the 

resurrection • • living. 

,,~l'~~
In the third ~ of John,Nicodemus says; "How can 8 

man be born when he is old? Can he enter a secodn time into 

his mother ' s womb 8J1d be born" . In its meaning Jesus ' 

reply was this ; "Youcan be born from where you are , you 

don ' t have to go back to your mother ' s ~~b i you don ' t have 

to go back to any time and placet' . 

And we don ' t either. The gospel is current , it is al

ways up-to-date as each new dawn. Whenever , wherever it is 

we stand when we say "here am I" I Christ replies " I am iwth 

yOu!I . 

Jesus gave many people the chance to start over. There 

was a blind man people consdiered a nuisance . Jesus said 

"big bring him here" and the released the man from his 
prison of blindness and gave himsfrogiveness , too. 



And there \085 a lame man••people said he was a s:i.ruler and 

unworthy. But Jesus sud to him: "Be whole , get up and~alk 

And. he did • • and walked out into a ne" life ~ 

But that , and much more , W8S before Calvary •• when 

Jesus ....'8S there . But he is here now, with us , with his 

disciples of our time . He is here , this side of Calvary, 

and this side of Easter ; he has come thru both those for 

us to be with us where we are . And he is forever giving to 

each of us another chance , a chance to be born anew, a 

chance to start from where we are . 

Robert Goodrich tells about a time he heard at a conf

erence of state governors . One of the governors asked one 

of the conference speakers: "What do you think is hte 

greatest thing in the world?!! The speaker hesistated, ther 

turned the question back to the governor: "What do you thin}. 

And this state governor, ~ho had weahtered some storms 

said: " I think: the greatest thing in the world is that we 

can walk away from yesterday!' We can indeed, we can walk 

away from any yesterday t and day • • there is always and 

always another chance. 

In a book call.ed Horns and Halos in Hwnan Nature , hte 

late Wallace Hamiton paid his respects to the people who 

say: "You just can' t change human nature". Hamilton said: 

There is more do....nright blesphemy in that sentence than in 

a tent full of top sergeants . There is moer atheism in 

that attitude than in all. the professed godliness of Russia" 

And that ' s true •• The "good news" isn' t good enough 

unless it offers the power to set us free from encumbering 

yesterdays , and gives us a chance to move ioot a free 

tomorro", . You need not worry about the Christian gospel , at 

this point ••• it measures up gloriously. 

A young woaron who had lost her way in the moral wilderne 



of this world , encountered Christ , accepted him and receive 

him as Lord of her life . Someone asked her: " How do you 

feel?" Her reply: " I feel 50 ne,,"~' "As far as the east 

is from the west , so far has God removed our transgressions 

from us" How far is that? How far is the east from the 

west •••• far enough , you can be assured , that we can ..start 
t.over without their burden. 

There on thatfirst Easter morning. Peter believing Je

sus ,,"'as dead, was depressed anddistressed. It seemed to 

him that the great venture wasover , that the great hope had 

faded as it was crucified. But then the report came from 

the burial ground that something had happened ••• and he cmae 

running • • and no one could ever convince him that this 

,",'asn ' t his chance to start over. 

Nobody would have believed when Saul of Tarsus set ou 

from Jerusalem to arrest the Christians at Damscus , that 

before he reached the city he would have his moment of 

starting over. But he did•• because he met Christ in the 

way. What we are saying is this : No matter how far you 

have gone down the road to anywhere , whenever you really 

meet Christ , this is your place of starting over. 

And here at this place you can drop whatever has 

weighed you do,,"n, you can overcome the fears that have in

fested your spirit . And when comes at last that parting."",
time ..nen you must leave this world, your leaving is but a 

starting over • • and you go on. 


